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The Paper III
Did You Know?
The General Service Office Guidelines No. MG-15 on
Finance states that an A.A. member can contribute up
to $3,000.00 a year to the General Service Office.
Indianapolis Intergroup’s Central Office also has a
maximum of $3,000 a year that an individual AA
member can contribute.
Indianapolis Central Office includes a copy of the IRS
Letter of Determination along with the receipt for the
gifts provided by individuals. That letter states that
Indianapolis Intergroup, Inc. is a 501 (3) (C)
Corporation. Please ask you income tax advisor about
the deductibility of your contribution.
The Guidelines also state, “Bequests in wills are
acceptable only from A.A. members with a maximum
of $5,000 from any one person, and only on a one time
basis—not in perpetuity.” Indianapolis Intergroup,
Inc.’s guidelines are identical.
Both GSO and Indianapolis Intergroup, Inc. will accept
memorial contributions in honor of an A.A. member
who has passed away. Keep in mind, however,
neither organization accepts memorial contributions
sent by non-AA members.
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The Paper III is published monthly by Indianapolis Intergroup with help from area AA members. Please send submissions,
comments and questions to The Paper III via e-mail at paper3indy@hotmail.com or via snail mail to Indianapolis Intergroup, 1915
West 18th Street, Suite 6, Indianapolis, IN 46202. Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of Indianapolis Intergroup or
AA as a whole, and publication does not imply endorsement by AA at any level. The names Alcoholics Anonymous and AA are
registered trademarks of AA. Once printed, all original material becomes the property of Indianapolis Intergroup, Inc., but the
author or any other publication may use any material with attribution.
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Platform Manner
A voice from the past with a familiar ring today - From the May 1948 Grapevine
THE EVOLUTION of the AA
speaker is an interesting
phenomenon to watch, and
perhaps it offers a warning
that has to do with one of the
most dangerous bogs encountered along the
road to recovery.
Most alcoholics have an aversion to platform
speaking--that is, when sober--though they
may do plenty of talking at the bar, with or
without introduction, when drinking. By the
time they're ready for AA, they have little
confidence, they're skittish and nervous, and
they prefer the background to the spotlight. So
it probably is true that in the beginning most
AAs dislike giving talks at meetings and do so
only because they know it may help a
newcomer get started or another member keep
going.
Aversion to giving talks remains with some
members, probably forever. But not so with
others. Some gradually recover from their
fright and actually get so they enjoy standing
up in front and telling others how it's done.
These are the ones who become perennial
speakers. Theirs is the evolution that is
fascinating, but disturbing, to watch.

These are the speakers who begin to appear
more frequently on the platform, at this meeting
and that, here and there, several times a month.
Soon they're on the circuit.
Usually, these people are good speakers, do a
good job, and consequently are in demand. No
doubt, they help many with their talks--for a
time. But for how long? And what does it do to
them?
The danger, of course, is that any human being
is likely to become spellbound by the sound of
his own voice, and to begin to rate himself,
subconsciously at least, as something of an
oracle. Up sprouts the big "I" again, inwardly,
even though outwardly the individual may
appear to be oh, so modest. What goes on inside
is more important to him, and it may not be
good.
If anyone finds himself developing a platform
manner, stretching his story to make a point,
and waiting for the applause, he'd better get off
the stage fast, both for his own good and for the
good of his listeners, who soon will detect the
inevitable affectations.
N.M.
New Orleans, Louisiana
Reprinted by permission of the AA Grapevine
November 1973, Vol. 30 No. 6
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The following are reprinted by permission of the A.A. Grapevine

From the Grapevine
From "Modesty One Plank for Good
Public Relations”
So we need to constantly scrutinize ourselves
carefully, in order to make everlastingly
certain that we shall always be strong
enough and single-purposed enough from
within, to relate ourselves rightly to the
world without.
Bill W.
July 1988 Vol. 45 No. 2

“Now my brother….He’s a guy who really
NEEDS A.A.”
February 1946, Vol. 2 Issue 9

On Cultivating Tolerance
Tolerance expresses itself in a variety
of ways: in kindness and
consideration toward the man or
woman who is just beginning the
march along the spiritual path. . .and
in sympathy toward those whose
religious ideas may seem to be at
great variance with our own.
Dr. Bob

June 1946, Vol. 3 Issue 1

August 1988, Vol. 45 No. 3
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Changing Light Bulbs
In meetings, I've talked about my revelation
that I should change a light bulb as soon as I
notice it's burnt out. The realization
obviously expands to other duties, but here's
what I mean. I lived so much of my life in
this mode: "I don't have time or energy now.
I'll do it later. When? When I have time and
energy. You want me to do that today? But
it's not the day for that!"
It turns out that there is no National Light
Bulb-Changing Day. I need to buck up and do
the things in front of me that need doing.
That's not to say that everything has to be
done today (I get into "I want to change
every light bulb this side of the Mississippi"
mode too), but rather a frame of mind that
I'm grateful to be able to use today in my
sobriety.

I'm trying to hold onto that
ideal as my Higher Power is
working on other character
defects because the same
conversation can replay itself over
and over again: “ You don't need to
change now, you can do it later. Why do it
now? I'm feeling bad... I don't have the
strength. I'm feeling good... Why mess that
up?”
Thank goodness the fellowship helps me
see the insanity of my mind and reinforces
the solution: Pray for the willingness to
JUST DO IT!

Applause
In my opinion, more dangerous than applause are other forms of personal tribute which are
becoming quite common in A.A. For example, I have attended several meetings of late which
were given over almost entirely to the celebration of some individual's anniversary, with very
little time left for a discussion of the principles and practices of A.A. Here the individual is
elevated above the group, and personality takes precedence over principle. Personal tribute
gushes forth, in a way that could easily lead the unwary individual into thinking, once again, that
he's done it all himself rather than the Power greater than himself. . . .
We also are seeing too much of the professional speaker who runs around addressing luncheon
clubs, business groups and virtually any organization that will ask him. He presents himself as
the shining example, and devotes much more verbiage to his personal triumph than to the
principles of A.A.
T.D.
New York, New York
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Indianapolis Intergroup Faithful Fiver Form

Become a Faithful
Fiver

Date___________

YES, I want to help continue to carry our life-saving message of hope.
I will contribute: __Annually ($60) __Quarterly ($15) __Monthly ($5)

Remember wasting more than
$5 drinking? Why not
contribute $5 to carry the
message?

Please send email reminder to this email address:
______________________________________________________________

Faithful Fivers are A. A.
members who donate $5 or
more per month to help
support Indianapolis
Intergroup.

Name________________________________________________________

Become a Faithful Fiver. Your
contribution will help carry the
message of Alcoholics
Anonymous.

Enclosed is my contribution of $_________ for _____Months

Adddress______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________________
Phone
number_______________________________________________________
Please make check payable to: Indianapolis Intergroup

1915 West 18th Street, Suite D
Indianapolis, IN 46202

7 Year - Judy C.
Judy S.
8 Year - Christine V.
Cory H.

19 Year - Steve B.
20 Year - Diane C.

9 Year - Michelle M.

25 Year - Brenda G.
Sandy K.

11 Year - Christopher M.
Don S.

26 Year - Suzanne T.
Jane M.

13 Year - Judy S.

30 Year - Jim B.

15 Year - James H.

36 Year - Linda S.
Suzanne T.

18 Year - Al R.
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