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The Paper III
Heard at Meetings
I was on vacation early in sobriety driving down the US Pacific
Coast and hit a meeting at a nice facility right next to the ocean. I
knew no one in the room and was sitting quietly at a table
watching the room fill with a laughing, animated crowd.
Suddenly, I heard yelling erupt at a table next to me. An angry
guy was standing over another guy shaking his fist and shouting
at him. A couple of AA members got between the two and
escorted the yeller to the door. As they opened the door and
ushered the yeller out you could have heard a pin drop. All of the
laughter and chatter evaporated as we watched a rare occurrence
in AA; a member being tossed out of a meeting. One of the
bouncers suddenly stopped, returned to the door, opened it and
yelled, "Keep coming back!". The roar of laughter that erupted
could have been heard across the ocean in Japan. The chatter and
light heartedness returned and we had a wonderful meeting.
After the meeting, I noticed several men outside the facility
talking with the yeller who seemed to have calmed down. It felt
good to be a member of a society that had the ability to handle an
explosive situation in such a humorous, fair and graceful manner.
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Looking for a Meeting Place?
The Hermitage Franciscan Retreat Center at 46th Street and State
Road 37 has offered their facility as a meeting place for AA
groups. Interested groups may call Tim Jeffers at 881-9062.

Paper3indy@hotmail.com
www.indyaa.org
(Intergroup)
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An AA Thanksgiving Message
Those of us who love the Big Book could well
direct our thanks this holiday to John D.
Rockefeller Jr., and his friends, without whom
our basic text might never had been written.
In the fall of 1937, it was realized that forty
drunks had sobered up during the last two
years; and half of them were sober more than
one year! The ‘drunk squad’ of the Akron
Oxford Group voted for Bill Wilson to
go back to NY and have his rich friends
finance the writing of a book describing
how they were staying sober.
Bill presented several of their drunksaving ideas to his wealthy NY friends,
as well, but alas, almost unanimously, it
was no soap! The millionaires thought the
Red Cross and other such charities would be
wiser investments. Depressed, Bill shared his
dilemma with his brother-in-law, Dr. Leonard
Strong. The Doctor barely remembered an old
friend, Willard Richardson, who supposedly
had to do with the Rockefeller charities. A
letter of introduction was written and Bill soon
thereafter met with Richardson on the 56th
floor of the RCA Building where Rockefeller
had his offices. This meeting prompted a
luncheon meeting with several AAs and
wealthy friends of Rockefeller. Several of the
longer-sober alcoholics told their stories and
all were impressed, even Dr. Silkworth was
present. Bill could imagine the impending
money in millions.

However, Albert Scott, Chairman of the
Trustees for the Riverside Church, posed the
question: “Won’t money ruin this thing?” Uh
Oh! But finally it was decided that some money
was needed. So, advertising man, Frank Amos
was sent to Akron to check out this interesting
group of alcoholics. He returned in February,
1938, with a glowing report and suggested
that they be given $50,000 (About ¾
of a million dollars, today!).
However, Rockefeller, decided
that Albert Scott’s idea was
basically right, but gave Bill and
Dr. Bob $5,000 ($71,000 today) a
year for two consecutive years.
Bill and Dr. Bob each received
$30 a week, plus Dr Bob’s
mortgage was paid off. Bill later stated the Mr.
Rockefeller’s decision to donate only limited
funds actually saved AA. By early spring Bill
began writing the manuscript, which became
our Big Book about one year later. Thank you
Mr. Rockefeller!!
But that ain’t all folks. There is more to tell
about a second February 8, 1940 financial boost
from the Rockefeller charities, which is too
much to include in this message; but read pages
232-235 from Pass It On., or pages 182-187 from
AA Comes of Age. Again, Thank you Mr.
Rockefeller, and all your generous friends, for
having faith in our fledgling drunk squad
resulting in the spawning our Big Book.
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The Importance of Context
Step Two, “Came to believe that a power greater
than ourselves could restore us to sanity.”
When I first came across Step Two, I was rather
startled by the mention of sanity! Although I
did not consider myself insane, it occurred to
me that “coming to believe” might possibly bring
relief from my seeming bi-polar state of mind.
During my first sober year, I would wax from
elation into depression, and vice versa, in
rollercoaster-like turns throughout most every
day. I now realize this is a not an unusual
phenomena for recovering alcoholics;
conversely, after a year, or so, this tormenting
malady leveled off on its own, minus benefit of
Step Two, and has not reoccurred to date.
It has been explained to me that to obtain the
best benefit from the Big Book message, I had
best learn to appreciate the context of the words
used by the author. In this case, Bill W. uses the
words sanity and insanity in a special and
technical manner, usually describing the mental
obsession for drink, e.g.:
•

•

•

•

“Whatever the precise definition of the
word may be we call it plain insanity. Here
he is referring to Jim pouring whisky into his
milk. (p. 37)
Or, the story about Fitz Mayo on page 57:
“Seemingly he couldn’t drink even if he
would. God had restored his sanity.”
Or, “By this time sanity will have
returned.” This is a 10th Step promise. (p.
84)
Or, “His sanity returned and he thanked
God.” Bill W. in the lobby of the Mayflower
Hotel. (p. 154)

Consequently, in Big Book lingo:
I am sane when I can see and act on the truth
in drink. I am insane when I cannot see and
act on the truth in drink.
Of course, there are times when Bill uses these
two words in an ordinary dictionary sense
(about sex conduct on p. 70, 2nd, full
paragraph), so I have to learn to
differentiate. But that is okay because, “God
gave us brains to use.” (p. 86) Dictionaries
are valuable reference tools, however, I need
to understand the exact ‘context’ in order to
realize what the author is trying to get across
to me. This does not happen by simply
‘reading’ the Big Book, the Big Book is meant
to be studied!
Bob S., Richmond

Share Your Story or Opinion
The Paper III welcomes articles from
members willing to share their experience,
strength and hope with its readers.
If you would like to submit an article for
publication, you may do so by emailing it to
Paper3indy@hotmail.com.
Please send the article as a pdf or word
document, limit it to no more than one page
and do not format it. Hard copies and
scanned copies will not be accepted.
Hope to see you soon in
print.
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Twelve Traditions: A Brief Historical
Forward to the First Edition, pages xiii-xiv:
“We are not an organization in the conventional
sense of the word. There are no fees nor dues
whatsoever. The only requirement for membership is
an honest desire to stop drinking. We are not allied
with any particular faith, sect or denomination, nor
do we oppose anyone. We simply wish to be helpful
to those who are afflicted.’
The above writing is a partial prologue to the
Twelve Traditions as we know them today.
The long form was written by Bill W. and first
published in the April, 1946 Grapevine.
However, Bill’s awareness of the often
rebellious alcoholic personality led him to
introduce them as “Twelve Points to Assure
Our Future,” thus avoiding the implication of
rules or laws. An editorial was added for each
point explaining its origin and why it was
necessary. Later, Earl Treat, a co-founder of
AA in Chicago, suggested that these
‘assurances’ would benefit from revision and
shortening. Bill agreed and the shorter
version was formed; thereafter, they were
referred to as the Twelve Traditions.
Bill found another opportunity to present the
Twelve Traditions at our first International
Convention at Cleveland during the summer
of 1950. In a standing vote, the 3,000 attendees
unanimously pronounced their ‘yea’ to the
Twelve Traditions. At the next International
Convention at St. Louis, July 1-3, 1955, Bill
presented a resolution…which resolved that
the General Service Conference become the
Guardian of the Twelve Traditions. The
Twelve Traditions were then officially ratified.
They were finally published, in both long and
short form, in the 1955 second edition of the
Big Book.
page four

Bill then began a speaking tour of the country in
attempt to develop greater interest in the newlyformed Twelve Traditions – albeit with little
success. Consequently, he developed another
idea: Here follows an excerpt from a letter dated
May 20, 1952 from Bill W. to Fr. Ed Dowling: “A
few people think that the Traditions aren't covered
with enough dignity -- that posterity may not like
them for that reason. However, we feel that we are
writing for the information of alcoholics who
ordinarily have no time to read anything much except
as it concerns their own survival. Our idea is to
publish the Twelve Steps and these Twelve Traditions
in a small book to appear, I hope, by next fall. If we are
able to do a fair job on the Steps, that will be helpful
and, published along with the Traditions, they may
act as a bait for reading the latter. However, we'll
see.”
Bait indeed! So now you know the reason Bill
wrote the 1953 book titled, “Twelve Steps and
Twelve Traditions,” which, in my opinion, gives
an excellent summation of the AA Traditions.
As a side note, I find it interesting to note that the
phrase “honest desire to stop drinking” (found on
page xiv above) was never included, as is often
thought, in either the long or short form of
Twelve Traditions. This phrase, however, was at
first included in the early Grapevine Preamble,
but the word “honest” was removed in 1958.
May this snippet of AA history encourage us to
delve more deeply into this subject so as to more
accurately pass along the interesting history of
our Twelve Traditions.
Bob S.
Richmond, IN
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Indianapolis Intergroup Faithful Fiver Form

Become a Faithful
Fiver

Date___________

YES, I want to help continue to carry our life-saving message of hope.
I will contribute: __Annually ($60) __Quarterly ($15) __Monthly ($5)

Remember wasting more than
$5 drinking? Why not
contribute $5 to carry the
message?

Please send email reminder to this email address:
______________________________________________________________

Faithful Fivers are A. A.
members who donate $5 or
more per month to help
support Indianapolis
Intergroup.

Name________________________________________________________

Become a Faithful Fiver. Your
contribution will help carry the
message of Alcoholics
Anonymous.

Enclosed is my contribution of $_________ for _____Months

Adddress______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________________
Phone
number_______________________________________________________
Please make check payable to: Indianapolis Intergroup

1915 West 18th Street, Suite D
Indianapolis, IN 46202

Dennis F. - 5 Year
Michelle A. - 5 Year
Karen R. - 6 Year
Jeff H. - 6 Year
Juliet T. - 6 Year
Gretchen E. - 7 Year

Bruce J. - 16 Year
Jim M. - 16 Year
Mitch VC. - 16 Year
Randy S. - 16 Year
Ruth Ann G. - 23 Year
Tom K. - 25 Year
Jean B. - 25 Year

Deborah S. - 11 Year
Frank M. - 11 Year

Jim M. - 26 Year

William B. - 13 Year

Don H. - 44 Year

Mike C. - 14 Year

John S. - 46 Year
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